
parol proof. The claimant, with hia witnesses, to
appear before the commission and make out his
case, and the commission to cross-exami- ne on
'behalf of the United States. '

There arc several vital objections to this scheme.
One is, the enormous extont of territory which
necessarily must be allotted to each commission,
even if the number be increased to more than
sixty, and, consequently, the onerous charge laid
upon eaoh claimant for pension, of traveling ex-

penses for himself and witnesses, time lost in
waiting for the action of the commission, delay
:and necessary cost of living at the place ap-

pointed for the examination both for himself and
bis witnesses, and tlie further fatal fact that no
means are provided by which he can compel the
attendance of his witnesses before the tribunal.

Many pension claimants, nay, most of them,
sire in absolute poverty ; many are widows, living
day by day upon daily labor ; many are children,
wdthout means and without Bupport, wholly un-

able to travel fifty, one hundred, or two hundred
seniles themselves, and absolutely powerless to
induce the witnesses to attend.

Take the great States of !Mew York or Penir
sylvania, for instance. Kbt morethan three dis-

tricts can be formed in these, and the pensioners
or claimants for pension are scattered all over

--the State, in hamlets, far off the ordinary routes
of travel, and distant from the point selected for
holding the commission. To such persons' this
scheme amounts to absolute denial of their claims.

Take, agam, tlie number of claimants in each
of fiiese districts who will be notified to appear ;

and suppose that they do, in fact, appear. What
long and weary waiting, at personal expense,
before the case maybe reached!

Take, again, the ordinary fact, that the indi-

vidual witnesses whose testimony is requisite to
prove tlie case", are scattered in different, widely-separat-ed

districts, each to be examined by the
commission in each district ; and thus the claim-

ant, ev&i if able to attend at the place of his
own residence, cannot, by possibility, attend at
the examination of his own most important wit-
nesses.

Mr. JBentley has looked at this plan, as is nat-

ural, from the side of advantage to the Govern--ernme- nt

only. But the pension laws were not
made for the benefit of the Government, but for
--the benefit of the pensioner; and the Govern-
ment has no right to throw unnecessary obstacles
in the way of the claimant ; especially has it no
right to crowd out the most meritorious, because
the poorest, class of claimants, by regulations
which, in practice, forbid the assertion of a just
and equitable claim, by requiring an expenditure
of time and money whichTtheir straitened means
will not allow.

If such Commissions are to be appointed, thir
number must be very largely increased, and the
'Commissioners must visit the pension claimants,
not compel the claimant to come to them; and
such work can scarcely be done by any force
much less in number and expense than the pres-
ent system of examining surgeons.

!Do not, go to the trouble and expense of exe-'Ciiti- ng

applications for bounty under the Equali-
sation Bill until it has become a law. As soon
as there seems to be a chance of its passage,
hordes of sharpers will be trying to get the
olaims of soldiers into their control. As soon as
the bill has been passed by both Houses of Con-

gress and signed by the President, a proper form
of application will be adopted by the accounting
officers of the Treasury Department. Any other
form than this will be valueless. Keep your dis-oharge-pa-

and other documents in your own

.LmiynrcyTfuft

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

hand. When the bill passed, the subscribers
the National Tribune will be immediately

notified, and informed the best course
jjui'sue obtaiu its benefits.

THE WEALTH OF NEW YORK.

It will surprise most soldiers be told that
there are three persons Tew York city who
could pay the entire sum required under the
bounty bill, and still have more than half their
property left. Senator Sharon, himself, could
pay all the claims that would be presented,
the bill was passed; and would then be worth
fifty millions. Senator Jones could pay all,
and have fortune of millions.

On single street in Tew York city, within
the limits of few squares, live eighteen families
who derive fixed yearly incomes from aggre-
gate capital of nearly two hundred and fifty mil-

lion dollars. Pour of these capitalists are widows.
Mrs. A. T. Stewart probably the wealthiest
woman in the world. She could pay all tlie
bounties twice over, and yet she lonely and
childless. She has more dollars than there are
inhabitants the United States, and income
that would support thousand, families.

In recentpublication, gJLven list of the
wealthiest people, one street, in New York,

follows
Ml--. Rhinelander $3,000,000
Marshall Eoberts 5,000,000
Moses Taylor 5.000,000
August Belmont 8,000,000
Kobertlr. and. Stuart 5,000,000
Mrs. Paran Stevens.....!...'.....:.....' 2,000,000
Amos Eno 5,000,000
John Jacob and William Astor, 60,000,000
Mrs. Stewart 50.000,000
Pierre LoriUard 3,000,000
James Kernochan 2,000,000
William Vandcrbilt 75,000,000
Mr?. Calvert Jones 2,000,000
Mrs. Mary Jones 2,000,000
Mr. James Gordon Bennett....: 4,000,000
Mi. Fred. Stevens 10,000,000
Mr. Louis "Lorillard 1,000.000

Total $248,000,000

These are taken from the residents of Fifth
Avenue alone. It estimated that besides
those named, there are over eighty --persons
New York city who own, each of them, over
milliou of dollars worth of property. In Philar
delphia there are said he over fifty million-
aires. In the city of Olevelaud, with popula-
tion of only one hundred thousand inhabitants,
there are nine millionaires. In San Francisco,
there are four men, Messrs. Sharon2 Flood,
O'Brien, and Mackey, who are estimated he
worth seventy-fiv-e millions each.

And in the face of these facts, see con-

tinually asserted that the country too poor
pay the bounty owes its soldiers eight and
one-thi- rd dollars per month.

PRESIDENT GRANT'S GREATEST MISTAKE.

The following the fall text of the President's
message vetoing the Equalization of Bounties
Bill, which was written on" the last night of the
Forty-Thir- d Congress, but never reached Con-

gress:
the House of Representatives

IIouso bill 3341 herewith returned without my ap-
proval, for the reasons

First. That appropriates from the Treasury large
sum money, time when the revenue insufficient

the current wants; and this proposed further drain
tlie Treasury the issue bonds authorized by the bill,

very large and indefinite amount would seriously
embarrass the refunding- operations now. progressing,
whereby the interest the bonded debt being largely
reduced.

Second. not believe that any considerable portion
the ex-soldie- rs, whom supposed will the benefi-

ciaries tills appropriation, applicants for but
rather would result more measure for the relief
claim agents middle men, who would Intervene col-

lect and discount the bounties grunted by
Tlie passage the bill tins time inconsistent with

the measures economy now demanded by the neces-
sities the country.

Grant, President.
Washington, March 1875.
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VETERANS OF THE MEXICAN WAR.

Several bills, nearly all of the same closcrij --

tion, have been introduced; providing for fijo

granting of pensions to veterans of the Mexican
war and their widows. The bills provide "inl-

ine placing on the pension rolls the names 'bfSftV

surviving officers and enlisted men, incluctiiik
militia and volunteer, of the military'and Uavnl

service of the United States, who served sixty
days in the war of 1846 with Mexico, or in f&

Florida vjar, or in the Black Hawk war, anil w$Fb

honorably discharged; and to such other officers
and soldiers as may have been personally luvnYeti

in any resolution of Congress for any spcci'fi'b

service in said war. although their term of servic1)

may have been less than sixty days, and vh6
shall subscribe an oath to support the Constitu-
tion of the United States; and the surviving
widows of such officers and enlisted men, pro-

vided, that such widows shall not have remarried
This act does not apply to any person who f is

receiving a pension at the rate of eight dollarsor
more per month; nor to any person receiving a
pension less than eight dollars per mouth, except
for the difference between the pension now re-

ceived and that sum. Pensions under this- - act
shall be at the rate of eight dollars per month,
when a person is receiving a pension of less than
eight dollars per month, and shall be paid to .the
persons entitled thereto from and after the pas-sa- ge

of this act, duringvthe term of their natural
lives. 1 i

Before the nameof any person is placed upon
the pension-ro- ll under this act, proof shall b.e

made, under such rules and regulations as the
Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, that the
applicantistentitledto such apension ; and any per
son who shall falsely take any oath required to
be taken under this act shall be guilty of perjury ;

and the Secretary of the Interior shall cause to

be striqken from the pension-ro- ll the name of
any persou whenever it bball-appea- r, by proof
satisfactory to him, that such name was put upon
the roll through false or fraudulent representa-
tions as to the right of such person to a pension.
The loss of a certificate of discharge will not de-

prive the applicant of the benefits of this act, as
other proof of services performed and of an houj
orable discharge, if satisfactory, will Be deemed
sufficient.

The provisions of sections twelve and thirteen
of an act entitled "An act supplementary to 'An.

act to grant pensions,5 " approved July 4, 1864,
and of sections two, three, and four of an, act
entitled "An act supplementary to several .acts
relating to pensions," approved June 6, 1866,
shall be applicable to the pensions granted by
this act; and no law uow in existence which
in any way conflicts with the provisions of tins
act shall be applicable to the survivors of the
war with Mexico above mentioned, or to be, so

construed as to deprive them of the benefits of
this act. t

This bill is one of the most popular measures
before Congress, as is shown by the number inr
troduced in the House. Those members who
have introduced bills are Messrs. Scales, of Forth
Carolina; Felton, of Georgia; Hewitt, of Alj
bama; Turner and Durham, of Kentucky; Whifc
thorne and Riddle, of Tennesseo; Sparks and
Fort, of Illinois ; Gunter, of Arkansas ; Throck-

morton, of Texas ; and Luttrell, qf California. ,

Besides this, the States of Illinois, Indiana,
Missouri, Minnesota, California, Oregon, Nevada,
Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, North Carolina, Ten-

nessee, Kentucky, and Arkansas have, through
their Legislatures, instructed their Senators and
requested their Representatives to give their sup
port to the bill.


